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expose and to castigate without quarter. His impatience was, in 1852-1870
fact, with the proposition rather than the speaker, with the fault,
not the delinquent. But the victim was often human enough to
overlook this distinction. He knew for certain that he had been
made to look or to feel an ass. The rest was conjecture, ancl he
might excusably fail to divine beneath the severity of Asquith's
scorn a disposition most reluctant to humiliate or hurt the feelings of
anyone.
This chapter may fittingly be closed with a few excerpts from his
correspondence with his mother and sister, which afford a glimpse
here and there of his daily round :
To Us Mother.
30 Jan., 1863—-JDtat 10.
" Last night we went with Mr. Arthur Wright to hoar a lecture of
Mr. Allon's at Union on the psalmody of the Reformation, Lutheran,
Calvinistic, English, etc. . . .
The city is dreadfully muddy and it rains to-day, as it has done for
the last few days. We generally take a little stroll in Cheapside after
lunch, but we get awfully knocked about during it. Wo have got above
the other 60 boys in Latin, each having been first though we began at
the bottom. We are now 2nd and 4th."
To the same.
26 April, 1865—JEtat 12.
" Nothing is talked of at present in London but tho victory of Grant
and surrender of Lee which is considered by most as the grand finale of
the American War. It is certainly quite time that it were ended. I wan
looking over the killed and wounded and captured tho other day and
amongst the rest I saw Genl, Lee's two sons who were both brigadiers
One of them was killed at Gettysburg and the other was captured by
Sherman* He must feel the loss greatly, poor man.**
To the same,
10 May, 1866—^Btat 12.
" I hop© you are well; we are rather doubtful as we have not heard
from you for some time. I hope you received Willie^ letter last Sunday*
You would gain from it a pretty good account of our viait to the houho
of Commons, Uncle wont again on Monday night and heard tho rest of
the debate, at least as far as about the middle of Disraeli's speech. The
cleverest speech was undoubtedly that of the lit. Hon. Robert Lowo,
but he quit© deserved the thrashing Mr. Bcrnal Qsborno gave him, Ho
charged him with having been in Parliament for twenty years and
professing at every General Election to be a good Liberal, and also with
having sat in no less than three Administrations whoso bases were in
each case, Reform,
The debate has been the best and the longest they have ever had 6n

